
NATIONAL INTKLLIGENOER

O F FI C I A L.

By the President of the United State* of America.
A PROCLAMATION

Whf.hkas the Constitution of the United States

has ordained that the ptivilege of the W nt of Ha¬

beas Corpus shall not be suspended unless when in

cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety
may require it; and whereas a rebellion was exist¬

ing on the third day of March, 1863, which rebel¬

lion is still existing; and whereas by a statute

whieh was approved on that day it was enacted

hy the Senate and House of Representatives of tho

United States in Congress assembled that daring
the present insurrection the 1'resiJent of the Uni¬

ted States, whenever in his judgment the public
pafcty may require, is authorized to suspend the

privilege of the NVrit of IKbea* Corpus in any
case throughout the I aitcd States or auj part
thereof; aid whereas in the judgment of the 1 re¬

sident the public safety does require that the pri¬
vilege of the said writ shall now be suspended
throughout, the United States in the cases where,
by the authority of the President of the United

States, military, naval, and civil officers of the

United States, or any of them, hold pernios under

their command or in their custody either as pri¬
soners of wa-, spies, or aiders or abettors of the

enemy,, or officers, soldiers, or seamen enrolkd or

draft*d or mustered or enlisted in or belonging to

the laud or naval forces of the United States, or as

deserters therefrom, or otherwise amenable to mili¬

tary law or the Rules and Articles of ar, or the

rules or regulations prescribed for the military or

naval services by authority of the President of the

United States, or for resisting a draft, or for any
other ofl'cnce against the military or naval service:

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, Presi¬

dent of the United States, do hereby proclaim and

make known to all whom it may concern, that the

privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus is suspend¬
ed throughout the United States in the several
cases before mentioned, and that this suspension
.will continue throughout the duration of the said

rebellion, or until this proclamation shall, by a

subsequent one to be issued by the President of

the United States, be modified or revoked. And

I do htreby require all magistrates, attorneys, and

other civil officers within the United States, and

all officers and others in the military and naval
service* of the United States, to take distinct notice

of this puspen&ion, and to give it full eftect, aud

all citizens of the United States to conduct and

govern themselves accordingly and in conformity
¦with the Constitution of the United States and the

laws of Congress in such case made and provided.
Iii testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and

caused the seal of the United State# to be affixed,
this fifteenth day of September, in the year of

11.. S.I our Lord one thousand eight hundr.'d ai d «»**)-
three, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the eighty-eighth.

AJJRAHAM LINCOLN.
Ily the President:

William H. Seward, Secretary of 8tate.

WASHINGTON NEWS AND GOSSIP.

from Washington DnpatrJirs to the Afrt/x/m I'rtss.

KXCHANOE OF PRISOMERS TO HE RESUMED

The utAtement that Government ha« determined te re¬

turn* exchangee with the rebela an rapidly a« practicable
ia correct. It i« not true, however, that those brave offi¬

cer* of colored regiment# who are in the bands of Jeft
Davis will be left to their fate, with only a vague threat of
retaliation. In case of ill-treatment an equal number of
rebel prisoner# »f tLe aiune or higher rank will be held to

await their fate.

THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION.

£It is learned from the beat of sources that advices of an

entirely trustworthy character have been received here to
tbe effect that Chevalier s pamphlet, advocating a recogni¬
tion of the rebels by France, w as not inspired, as has be: n

intimated, ty the Emperor.
THE FIVE TWENTY LOAN.

The Government ageut for tbe »ale of Five-Twentiea
reports the deposit# for the past week at $'2.1 1:5,400.
Tbe delivery of bonds during tbe past three day# is over

000,000, making nearly $"20,000,000 in all, and bring¬
ing the issue up U> September 1.

LEE'S MOVEMENTS.

Oen. Foster, in a telegram from Fortress Monroe, a/Ids

the weight of bis observations to support the now gene¬

rally-received opinion that a eonaderable portion of Gen.
L«*.'s army has been sent part toward Charleston and part
toward Chattanooga.

CONCENTRATION OF CAVALRY.

The buildings in course of erection on the Maryland
.bore of th« Potomac river at Gietboro, nearly opposite to

Alexandria, are nearly completed. Seen, therefore, th-

cavalry, now .scattered over a surface of several miles, in

that neighborhood, will be concentrated at that point, in

permanent barracks. There are several thousand troops
in camp already. Brig. Gen. Merr.tt is in command.

Cavalry men and their hordes are here to be drilled.
CENSORSHIP OF THE PRESS

Tbe censorship of the press continues with iti accua-

ionrnd particularity. Even matters in no manner con¬

nected with the military operations have to undergo tb<5

perusal and receive the approval of the official supervisor.
Delays in telegraphing to the press are therefore unavoid¬
able by correspondent#.

THE ANOI.O REHEI. RAMS.

Minister Adams, in bis latest despatches, #a\s that he is
tliM of tbe opinion that the rebel rams, agnii.at the depar¬
ture of which the Emancipation Society hts recently me-

iporial.zed the English Government, will not be permitted
to sail. It wm expected that one would be ready in about
* week from the date of Mr. Adam#'# letter, so that the

question i# likely to have been settle 1 before tbia. High
officials here are less confident of the determinatiou of

England to atop these piratical crafts than Minister Adams
appears to be.

UB». (ill I.MORF. ASKS INSTRUCTIONS.

It is reported (hat a letter las been received here from
Gen. Gillmore, w hich states that he is now in a position to

¦hell Charleston, but before doing so a»ks whether he
would be justified under tbe law of nations in bombarding
the city, ao as to result iu ita destruction. The instruc¬
tions given bim in reply.it is said, fully justify the destruc¬
tion of that city i. the rebel military authorities refuse to
aurrender it

SALES OK REAL ESTATE IN FLORIDA ANNULLED.
The Commissioner of Internal Revenue has annulled

<nertaiu sales of real estate in Florida made by two of Ihe
direct tax commissioners, during the abaenc«of Mr. Stick¬
ily, the third commissioner, and otherwise irregular
Borne of this property was bought in by tbe commissioners
fur themselves This decision of Mr Lewis will probably
be a aource of expenae to the Florida Commissioners.

THE NEW CURRENCY.
The new postage currency will soon be delivered to tbe

public. It has been prepared with «n*at care, and can¬

not, it is said, be counterfeited. 'I lot various denomina¬
tions are all of the same site, but are di»tiiiKUi»hed one
from the other by their respective colors. 'Ihe notns are

printed on go»>d strong paper, far superior to ihe po.tage
currency. Large quantities of the old currency are being
daily redeemed, but it will be some time before the utw

Hupplants the old.

POLITICS IN NEW YOKK.

THE DEMOCRATIC STATE CONVENTION
J be Democratic. State Union Comentiouol New York mot

a! Albany ou Thursday last, and mm temporarily urbanized
by catling Judge Hand, of Essex county, to the chair-
On assuming that position be made a brief address of
thauks for the boaor thus proffered to him, iu concluding
which ho said:
"The duty of the Democracy iu this hour of peril is

plain. They believe iu the personal liberty of the citizen,
guarantied by the Couatituiion, and they believe iu the

supremacy of tli* laws, North and South; but they repel
with acorn, come whence it may, ibe insinuation that
they are not loyal citizens.loyal in the fullest sense to
the Constitution.and thnt this State, which has given ao

much in b'oi d and treasure to suppress tbis ineurn ction,
is not a loyal State. The Democracy of the Empire State
are for this war to maintain the Constitution aud the su¬

premacy of the laws and to restore the Union, and for no

other purpose. None other is constitutional, and they are

for peace and conciliation as soon as these objects are ob-
taimd. May heaven guide our counsels for the promotion
of these greht purposes on this occasion!"

After the appointment of two temporary secretaries, the

calling of the roll of delegates, and the transaction of other
business of a merely formal character, the Convention
took a recess tili the afternoon.
On re-assembling at half-past three o'clock the Hon.

Amasa J. Parker whs, in accordance with a report of a

committee, unanimously (elected as President of the Con¬
vention. and a number of other gentleman were in like
manner chosen vice presidents and secretaries.
Judge Park r.it, on taking the chair, briefly addressed

the Convention, saying:
" I thank you, gentlemen of the Convention, for the ho¬

nor conferrt-d u;jou me We have met in the spirit of
patriotism, ami I trust that of harmony also, as true rep¬
resentatives of the sentiments of the people, to consult as

to th« bent interests of the State at this great cr.sis of na-

t uial affairs.
"We are moving towards a frightful precipice; the

yawning gulf of disunion, ruin, and perpetual border wars

is befoie us. Without a change of national policy we are

lost. We s. e with regret that the letter of the President
foieshadows an interminable war for other purposes than
a restoration of the Union. It gives no encouragement lor
the hope that it will return to a constitutional policy by
which the Union sentiment so apparent at the South may
b* strengthened, or that the Stale* will be received back
with all their foimer rights.

" Under no circumstances can we consent to disunion*
To prevent it we should exert all the power of Govern¬
ment, and use every horn ruble effort at conciliation, while
with force we compel submission to the Constitution.
Now, when elated w ith great military successes, we shouid
magnanimously open the avenues tor recouciliation and
favor their return to allegiance. If the acts of secession

were void, as we bold.and ou no other principle cau we

justify the execution of tores to suppress the rebellion.
each St ceding State is still in the Uuion, aud has only to
send to the National Congress its Senators and Represen¬
tatives to entitle it to full recognition, individuals, not
States, have been in rebellion

" Indications are already apparent in several of the
Southern States of a desire to return to the Union. Let us

enc. urage that sentiment; let no not reject their proffered
advances ; let us not reluse the meaus ot a free interchange
i t ideas, but let us meet tht-m in a generous, forgiving spi¬
rit, anxioun only for the restoration of the honor and glory
and prosperity of the Union.

" If, indeed, the Country can be saved from destruction,
unborn generations, while they recount with admiration
the gallant deeds of our soldiers iu deieuce of the Consti¬
tution, and honor them as they deserve, shall also bless
those w ho, iu a spirit of conciliation, gathered together
the broken and shattered fragments of the Uuion ai d again
cemented them together with their love."

Among the business which followed the permanent or¬

ganization of the Convention was the reception of a com¬

munication from the Constitutional Uniou Convention (alro
in session at Albany) to the effect that they had nominated
Eli P. Norton for Attorney General aud Iiichard F. Ste¬
vens for Inspector of Stite Prisons, aud requesting the en¬

dorsement of these nominations by the Democratic Cot-
vention. The communication was laid on the table, and a

emmittee appointed to invite the members of the Consti¬
tutional Convention to seat* in the Democratic Convention.
A committee was also appointed to wait upon Governcr

Seymour and invite him to address the Convention in the

evening. Subsequently the committee reported that the

Governor bad accepted the invitation.
Mr. James S. Thayer, of Keusselaer, addressed the

Convention »t length, uud eloquently, upon the political
topics of the day.
A committee was appointed to wait upon the Hon Jamr-s

Brooks and iuvite bim to address the Convention.

SPEECH OF GOVERNOR SEYMOUR.

The evening session was occupied with the speech of
Governor SEYMOfR, which we here ins-rt as it was trans¬

mitted by telegraph from Albany to the New York city
Journals:
Mr Chairman: Three years have passed away since

you and others whom 1 see before me to night assembled
in this hall for the purpose of t yit g to avert the war which
now afflicts the land. We saw the storm, and we then in¬
voked that paity which had just achieved a triumph in the
nation to unite wi'k U« in an endeavor to prevent the ca¬

lamity. Our fears were derided, our prayers were in< ck-
ed, and we were told that we were not true to the Union
How sad has been the intervening period How many of
the young men of the country have been carried to bloody
graves' Mow much mourning is spread over the land!
What agony and distress! We met again when the war

bad been brought to another of its stages, and once more

we appealed to our Republican friends to join us in an ef¬
fort to save the country. Then, too, our appeals were in
vain.
Hut I will not dwell upon the darker side of the pic¬

ture Had as has been our history some good has resulted
from it; for we have learned to value our rights and to
appreciate tbe inestimable worth of our institutions; and
those who stigmatized us as Union savers are now glad to
fa'k about maintaining the Union and the supremacy of
the Constitution. For this I am grateful; although our

petitions might have been received more graciously. At
Syracuse a lew d*)s ago they resolved to uphold the Union
This I accept as a good omen. Although coupled with
words haish and unjust towards myself, most heartily do 1
welcome tbis promise ou their part.

I am not without hope as to the future. The war bis
taught all men the high duty of maintaining the Constitu¬
tion; for that, and that only, will result in establishing the
Union upon a firmer basis and the rights of the States up¬
on a settled foundation. I know that the acts of the last
JuiigresR, originating in error and baneful in their influ-
nces as many of them have been, alarmed the land. They
.ought the central cation of power. Hut I have never

doubted the result, for those very measures are to over-
thmw their tbeoiies of government. It will be found that
the measures adopted to enlarge and centralise the powers
of the General Government cannot in the end restrain the
rights of the State*. '1 be States are the natural sources

of the powers of tbe General Government, and, although
put down, they will ri«" again
Our fathers saw that if the Government attempted the

exercise of powers other and giesfer than those secured
to it under the Constitution, it would imperil and destroy
its 'lf. Let us see if they were right. A few months ago
th'- Government adopted measures relative to the currency,
to indemnity, and to r vnfiscation, and also the conscription
act, if I may b* allowed to so t«rm it. I have had no

visws.no secrets, no correspondence which I have not
submitted most cheerfully to pubjia scrutiny. I tjiere ex-

presned the opinion that when the confiscation act should
be put into operation.that act which threatens the integ¬
rity of the StaUs and trenches upon the personal right*,
opposed as it is to the genius of a free Government. I
. b»-n said Hint wheri they entered upon its enforcement
they would be bsrtled, because it was inconsistent with
the nature of our Government. One year ago the people
had voluntarily given one million of men and had poured
forth their ti»-asure in unexampled prolusion for the pro¬
secution of the war. Every school district, every town¬
ship contributed men and means without stint. Why?
Hec use called upon by the Government 1 Rather he-
cans- prompted by tin- w ill of the people Our Government
was aimed with a military power unequalled by any other
nati< n. But forgetting that its utreiiidh depends upon the
popular will, they pursued a course inconsistent with the
nature of our institutions. We made the issue with them
at that very time when they hart Ht their command the
largest military force nn the gii.be, and we beat them. In
those art w inch they supposed were calculated to strength¬
en tl em and perhaps web ken localities, they failed.
One >ear ago our State gave one hundred and twenty

thousand men to the war, and New York city contributed
mo«t libeially in men and money at that tune. How ia it
now ? Do men go as cheerfully now as then 7 N«. That
Government around which one million of m,.H so cheerfully
rallied now finds it necessary to use its utmost power to
drag a few thi u-and into tt.e field. Is this strength or
weakness ? Success or failure? The State of New York
since the |*t of last Jauuaiy has raised upwards of twelve
thousand volunteers ; which is more than twice the num¬
ber that will ever be carried out of tbe State by the con¬

scription. I don't say how many may go as substitutes,
for that is equivalent le v. lunteering ; but I venture to
predict that they will never get six thousand to go because
they have been drafted under tbe provisions of that law.

1 am full of hope for the future, because I believe that a

government th»t passes beyond the legitimate bounds of
its power, so far from endangering permanently the rights
of the States, simply endangers tbe rights and strength of

itself, and this leaaon once learned by all will result iu a
return to just principles. The glory aud strength of a peo¬
ple must be tbe heart* of a people. I atu convinced that
the Union will be preserved, aud the rights of all the Stages
maintained, because our oppouvuts will be driveu back
from their assumption* by sheer necessity and sad expe-
rieuce. I beta ve that ui less than one year their owu ex¬

perience will have taught theui that their theory, that the
Government must be upheld by tbe exercise of doubtful
powers, must be abaudoued. There is but one way to
maintain a government, a id that is by upholding the laws
aud rights of every State and every citizen. Many harsh
words and unjust charge* have been indulged in by our

opponents towards myself; aud perhaps I owe it to you to
say that I have never sought to euibarass the Government.
Traduced as I have been, I have seen in its ninny mistakes
reason to uphold it, and have sought to direot it in that
course which'its own houor, as well as the honor of the
country, clearly dictates. 1 have appealed, with no seltish
or partisan object iu view, to its friends aud agents, when¬
ever an opportunity wai presented, to avoid the errors iu
w hich it has fallen. Was it unfriendly to waru it of ilmse
unfair provisions in the conscription which were so plaiuly
calculated to render it objectionable and odious to the peo¬
ple? Who had tbe most interest in the matter? Wh se

interest was it that the law should be enforced iu the fair¬
est aqd most unobjectionable manner? Should anything
have been more grateful to them thmi to try to render the
enforcement of this law, objectionable (in it is at best, as

little obnoxious as possible? Whan iu July last I discov¬
ered some inequalities >>t the enrollment, I deemed it my
duty to the people and the G> verninent to call its attention
to tliem with a view of their correction, they surely were

moat interested in having it fairly carried out. Is he not
their truest friend, who, when the attempt is made to en¬

force such a law, seeks to render it least objectionable to
popular support? To this end I seut agents to Washing¬
ton to represent the intqualili-s and uufa'rness. At a later
day I sent a communication to the President, appealing to
him to cave our country from tbe inthctiouof these wrongs.
This appeal was made as well for the sake of the Govern¬
ment as of the people. And yet tins act is stigmatized
and tbe publication of those letters was alluded to as cal¬
culated to arouse public resistance. Why then did they
publish tbem? 1 have never published any of them. 1
not only wrote to this effect to the President, but to the
commander of the Noriheast District.
There are two other letters which have pot been pub¬

lished, (but of this I do not complain,) although <hey were
neither official, nor private, nor confidential. 1 addressed
a letter to Mr. Lincolu, in which I informed him that I
had discovered gross frauds in tbe operation of the law;
that, although politically opposed to his Administration, I
was in this guided only by a regard for our country, and
that I wished to aid in having the country. 1 asked that
tbo*e frauds be investigated. That was not an official let
ter. It commenced iu u friendly tone." Dear sir,'' not
" S-,r for all of my friends are not in New York. I ad¬
dressed also a friendly letter to the commander of the
Noilheast District, suggesting that the tnrollmeat was
most unequal and unjust, if not fraudulent. I expressed
tbe hope that this injustice would not be allowed, because
it was calculated to bring gross discredit upon us in the
eye* of the world. I felt tbe embarrassment of his posi¬
tion, and therefore I wished to save him from being impel¬
led from military roasons ou the one hand, and repelled
by his repugnance to fraud ou the other-. Unfortuuately,
1 only disturbed bis taste as to a word, aud not his sense of
fraud and wrong.

In all this I have been guided Birnply and solely by a de¬
sire to save the Government from this great and fatal
error. Should we for this be stigmatized as uufrieudly to
the Union? Who will say that it is n<>t right and just
that the names of all the enrolled 6hou!d be published?
Is there a mau opposed to having those rolls fairly aud
publicly deposited in the wheel, to that all may see aiul
know that the couscription is being fairly conducted?
And yet, when this is asked for, those making the reque*t
are stigmatized as inciting the community to outrage und
wrong. Our purpose is not to violate the laws; our pur¬
pose is to vindicate tbe laws, ho much for tbe past and
the present.
What of the future? Whatever our wrongs may have

been at the hands of our opponents, I btlieve I speak for
those who tbiuk and act with me when I say, Let tbe past
be forgotten. Let this violation of law and of the rights
of tbe States and of individuals be buried, if you will only
bear our prayers to avoid the dangers that threaten us
in tbe future. Our armies have been successful Here¬
tofore there have been reasons why we cou!d not seek
peace. All men have felt that if the war had ended when
we had failed in some of our military undertakings, it
might lead to serious complications in the future. There¬
fore we have waited. But now our successes enable us
to seek it with honor to ourselves and satixfac ion to the
people. Our policy should be generous and magnanimous
An houorable higbminded mau avails himself of success to
make a generous disposition of the controversy in which
he is involved. This should be our course now. The war
has reached another stage in its progress, and a policy dif¬
ferent from that which has been pursued must be marked
out. Shall it be a policy of subjugation, a policy that will
strip the States of all their rights ? [Cries of no, no.]
Such a policy implies a long and bloody war and an incal¬
culable waste of life and treasure. It is a policy which, if
continued. must result in national bankruptcy and ruin.
This would be its inevitable result.

I appeal to our Republican friends that, laying aside
party pass oris aud prejudices, we superadd ,o power the
force of conciliation. Is theie not more hope for an early
and lasting peace, and a long career of happiness for the
country, in a conciliatory line of policy ? How can any
man object to a policy that will unite tbe peop'e North
and Soinb, and call out from every section an ardent love
of the Union and tbe Constitution.aflove which I firmly
believe only slumbers in the revolted States, and is not
dead. Shall the party in power say : " Our brothers have
not crouched down to us; they aie not yet subjugated;
we bave not yet grat tied our malice and hate ?" Is that
as generous, as magnanimous as saying, " Return to the
Union; your rights shall be preserved sacred and in¬
violate 7
Men must cjioose between th^se two linos of policy.

We bavo differed in the past, but now our armies have
triumphed, our soldiers nave proved their bravery and
their patriotism, tbey have sacrificed for the cans- all t at
men bo d dear, and now will we, w ho bave bad no thare in
the hardships and perils of the fie'd, saciifice our pri<1e and
passion, thus showing to the world a just nod fraternal re¬

gard for our country ni: n ?
I am not disposed to criticise the President's recent

letter unkindly, or to embarrass the Administration. 1
am willing to leave tbe emancipation proclama'ion just
where be bus left it.to stand valid if the courts pronounce
it valid, and to fill if invalid ; and it must fall becau e it is
invalid I »gr»e with nim when he proposes to leave it
where he knows it pust die without regret. He does n<>t
iu that letter contemplate an early termination of tbe war,
nor does be propose any time whe.i it will cease. We,
however, are ready to mark out a policy, ani that a con¬

ciliatory policy, that the States §ball return with all their
rights as marked d<>wn iu tbe Constitution I believe that
the great conservative party of the country will say to
them, " Return to your alleg ance and we will maintain
your rights." Whatever may be the course of the Ad¬
ministration it becomes tbe conservatives to say to tbe
South, " Let the war cease, come back to your allegiance,
and we will protect your rights."
Never have I embarrassed the Administration, and I

never will. I have at all times sought to unbold the array,
and have neglected no opportunity to send succor to our
men. I have toiled without, cea-irig to do my duty to the
soldiers of New York. I have issued upwards of five thou¬
sand commission*, and 1 do qot know that the Administra¬
tion, with all the unkind things its friends have said of me,
has had occasion to say that my curse has been partisan
in regard to them.

I repeat that I am full of hope for the future. I bave
nejer doubted thftt (be 1 Tni.-n will be res'ored. I have
nevor feared that the pght< of the States will be destroyed
I bave never for a moment believ»d that tbe invasion of
the rights of the States by the Government could be of a

permanent oharaot*r. The prlncip'es of conciliation and
wisdom which guided our father* will outlive the folly of
tbeir successors. Conciliation is magnanimous. Gen¬
erosity in its nature is larger than hat*-. A generous
course now will commend us to the world To thr ditto
lulion of thr Union I will never ronsrnt. I woul I put forth
every pijwer, { would exhaust etrery fin icuro of concilia¬
tion 1 would appi nl to the interest*, the hopes, and fears
of the cituens of the South, and urge every suggestion
which it becomes a man to make to br rig hack the re¬
volted Stites. But, as to disunion, 1 will never consent
to that. Let us put forth every power to restore tbe
Union, invoking every consideration of patriotism, doing
all that is due to our country and to ourselves, invoking
tbe return of every State, holding sacred every star upon
thosrt flags that surround us, and marking him who woqld
strike one from its blue field as much a traitor as he who
Would rend ita folds asunder.
At tbe conclusion of Governor Seymour's spreeh the

Convention adjourned until Thursday, on which day tbe
business of tbe Convention was concluded by the appoint¬
ment of a State Committee, the adoption of a series of
resolutions, aud tbe nomination of the following ticket for
Stat*) officers, vis:

Secretary of State - - - J) B. St. .John.
Comptroller Sanford E. Church.
Attorney General - - - M. B. C'hamplin.
State kngineer - - - - Van R. Richmond.
Treasurer William B. Lewis.
Canal Commissioner - . W. W. Wright.
Inspector of .State Prisons D B. McNeil.
.fudge Court of Appeals - Wi'liam F. Allen.

The attendance at the Convention was very larg*, and
its proceedings haroiooi' as.' We shall publish its iesolu-
turns, in whole or in part, in our next issue, as well as
those of the " Constitutional Union Convention."

A portion of the crew of the frigate Minnesota landed
in small boats on the coast of North Carolina recently and
bad an engagement with a rebel force, capturing two of
their guus, and killing a small number.

THE DIFFICULTIES IN JAPAN

Ft*m the New York Journil of Commerce.
I lie now* froui Japau will cause very general surprise

A\e have been expecting Englttud aud France to open war

with the Japanese, but we had no idea that our own ship*
Would begin tbe battle*. The particular* received are few,
but sufficiently definite to inform u* tbat tbe acta of both
Americana and British were retaliatory, and that it ia not
the Japanese Government, but only a single prince, or

daimio, toward whom the hoatilitie* are directed.
People in the western nation* are very far from under¬

standing clearly the political structure of Japau. We have
made a great many mistakes already in our notioua about
it, and not the leaat in the name of tbe country, which ia
an invention of our owu. The Dutch originally blundered
in writing Niphon, which aimply aiguifiea " the whole em-

pire," and out of thia blunder we have constructed tbe
word Japau, which gives ua au idea of one kingdom or

government. But it begin* to be apparent that there ia
some *ort of independence amtng the powerful prince*
called daimio*, and that tbe *nppo*ed Emperor i« by no
mean* supieme The entire history of the trouble* attend
ant ou the establishment! the British and other embassies
in the Japanese kingdom indicate* the difficulty which ex-
i*t* between the Emperor or 'lycoon and tbe daimioa, and
the impossibility of the former affording protection against
the latter.
The present difficulty ia aaid to originate in the conduct

of one of the daimioa. Simonosaki ia a port at the en¬
trance of the buonada Sea, at tbe extieme southwest
point of Niphon. The strait* mentioned in tbe report as
the vicinity of the battles lies between tbia point of Ni¬
phon and I he island of Kiuaiu. We cannot tell at present
whether tbe attack waa made on tbe ship* from the north¬
ern or southern *hore. If from the uorthorn, then it i*
piobable that the town which has been destroyed is this
town of 8i nonosaki. which lies on one principal street,
hti etching a mile and a half along the shore, and contains
ten thousand inhabitants. The large size of the plac) ar¬

gues against the probability of this being the town de¬
stroyed. It is a place having considerable trade, and
exports tugar. rice, iron, and oil. The dwelling houses
are wooden, but there are immense warehouse* built
chit fly of mud, and covered with stucco said to bo fire¬
proof. I here are ancient temples, and a curious old map
or picture at 8imouoaaki, preserved in one of the temples,
representing a great Japanese sea fight in aucient times'.
This picture is the specialty of the town, and may no*
give place to another, representing the later engagement
of the Japanese with the outside barbarians in the neigh¬
boring straits.

1 he straits of Simonosaki are important, inasmuch as
a very large portion of tbe foreign trade of the nation
passes through them The usual route from Osaca, the
great port, aud from Yeddo and all the principal cities of
Japan, to the westward nations, is through the sea of
buonada, aud by these straits.

It is not woith our while to speculate on what is to be
the result of the events of which we have received but
so brief an account. It is not unlikely that they may lead
to a total expulsion of all foreigners from Japan, and a

consequent war in which we, as well as the European na¬
tion*, will be involved. But we await further news before
which it is impossible to form any definite opiuion.

GEN. GILLMORE'S ARTILLERY.

The success of Gen. Gillmore, first at the siege of Fort
Pulaski and recently in the demolition of Fort Sumter,
has made every thing in relation to the guns he has used
uo effectively interesting to the public, and ai there are

some fact* regarding the range and weight of the pieces
which are not generally known, we purpose giving such of
them to our readers as could not be considered contre
bind.
The latest victory of Gillmore.we do not say the last,

for others will crown bis energy and ability before tbe flag
of our country waves over the buildings of Charleston.is
perhaps the greatest triumph yet achieved by artillery over
formidable fortifications previously presumed to be im¬
pregnable to shot aud shell. Placing his batteries in such
position as to command and damage to some extent the
works of the enemy, and then by gradual approaches to
advance his guns until limited distauce ensure perfection
of range and certain destruction, has beeu tbe aim of Gen.
Gillmore, and where tbe interposition of other works in¬
terfered with a point-blank range, he ha* obviated thediffi-
cul-y by firiug over the obstructions, as in the case of Sum-
tor, which he bombarded over Wagner and Greg#.

Different correspondents give different stories relative
to the k,nd of guns used on Morri* Island ; but as the one-
hundred pound Parrott is the one which they all agree has
been most generally brought into requisition, we confine
our remarks to that, giving the weight of it* shot aud shell
aud the distance it will carry at different elevations.
To give a proper idea, however, of the vast improve¬

ments recently made in artillery, it may not be amiss here
t<> give the ranges of the guns in general u*e until a date
but shortly anterior to tbe beginning of the prevent
The extreme average range at five degree* elevation of ..,u

twelve pounders was 1,700 yard*; of eighteen pounders,
J <o0 yaids; aud of twenty-four pounder*, 1,765 yard*.
1 welve pounder carronades.short iroo guns.at the tame
elevation, carried 1,000 yards; eighteen-pounders, 1 100
yards; forty-two pounder*, 1,350 yards; aud sixty-eight
pounders, 1,420 yard*. These were tbe exteme ranges,
but of oourse these guns were effective for breaching pur¬
poses only at a much less distauce.
The one hundred pound Parrott is usually discharged

with w hit is known as a service charge of ten pounds
of No. 7 powder, aud is rarely elevated to more than
thirty-five degrees. The projectiles discharged are the
long shell, weighing one hundred and one pounds, the
solid shot weighing a little over nipefy-nine pounds, and
the short shell *"d hollow shoteach weigbingeighty pounds;
and the length of fme is, of course, graduated to suit the
distance from the gnu to the object of attack, ranging in
time of exhaustion from four and one-half seconds to thir¬
ty-six and three-quarter seconds.

J he following tab'e will serve better Ihsn any other
mean- of description to give the interesting fact* we wish
to convey to our readers :

Elevation. Projectile. Rung®. Tims of Flight.
Yards Seconds.

.4 Long shell ,,.1450
.j ,

2,KM) <;i
." Solid shot..........2,200... til

1,1Long shell :t,.r>»0||lJj
1" Soliu shot 3,81013
li Long shell 4,790 18
15 Stolid shot 5,030 ."f8*
'.r> fjollpw shot. ,19
20 Long shell,.,'.., ...,5,8."<3 211
2" Solid shot H.IVft 221

20,,,,. ....Hollow »hot 6.3.WV3
26Long shell C 8.0 ..'28

2>r> Sofia shot..... 6,91(I V9
^«r' Hollow shot 7,180ym
;H> Short shell 7 8IU 3.>I

Hollow shot 7,983
IIoliow shot .8,453 i1(i|

It will thus be seen that at an elevation of thirty five
degiee* a hollow shot weighing eighty pounds can bo
thrown from a one hundred pound Parrott 8,453 yards, or
about one-fifth of a mile 1-ss than five miles, in aljttleyver
half a minute. With a charge qf No. 5 powder, it is as¬
serted, the *ame shot, at t^e same elevation, cm be thrown
H.S45 yards, or forty five yards over five mile*. A two-
hundred pound Parrott, with the service charge of sixteen
pounds of powder, would prove even more effective, while
the value of the three-hundred pouqdpr, reported to haye
been injured before Cjuflestpp, yet femairts $o b- tested.
This ir a huge gun, weighing twenty-seven thousand
pounds, with a diameter of bore of ten inches, or three and
six-tenth inches more than that of the two-bundred
pounder, and requiring a charge of twenty-five pounds.
From tbe facts above s«t forth it can be easily *een how

rapid and vast have been the changes in artiller> chmges
which, bad we the space, would be made even more aston¬
ishing by description; oth«u- kind* pf artillery vyhicb
have been broughf into use during the war.

| Philadelphia ftnllrliy.

STRENGTH OF THE RUSSIAN NAVY.

A semi-official statement of the strength of the Russian
navy, just published in Ei gland, shows that Russia has
been active-y employed during the last five or six years in
increasing her maritime force. Sbe hti m»w six tt-ets
afloat, station*} jD the Black Sea, the Baltic, the White
Sea, the Caspian 8ea, Lake Aral, aud on the Amoor. The
aggregate strength of this force is one hundred and twenty-
two war vessels, besides a large flotida of gunboats, the
exact number of which is iiiit known, and thirty-two new
gunboats which Admiral Glasruapp is busily engaged in
completing in the Government navy yards. In all, Kussi*
has or soon will have a fleet of at least oqe hundred s^nd
fifty heavily armed vessels-of-wi^r, aud we recently had
advices from England of the hurried departure of a fl -et
of iron clads which have been constructed for her ia Bri.
tish ship yards. The number of guns carried by the ves¬
sels now attached to her fleets in service it about four hun¬
dred and fifty. The new frigates, iron-olads, and gunboats
wi I probably increase tbe number of guns to seven
hundred.
A correspondent of the London Times calls attention to

the fact that the Rusiian fleet now in the Black 8ea con¬
sists of forty-two war vessels and transports, whereas by
the treaty of lxfi6, between Rus-ia and the Porte, it was

fttiptilnteij that the number should not eic^pd nix .teameni
and four other light sailing vessels It appear* from offi
ciai da a that 111* greater part of tbe Kufttian fleet now io
the Slack Hca was built after tbe peace, and that only
eight of the whole number are part of tbe squadron which,
at the beginning of the siege of 8<-ba*topol, was sunk at
tha entrance of that port in order to prevent the approach
of the allied fleets. Most of the vessels of the Baltic fleet
have been built since 1857. Tbe fleet od the Amoor oon-
sista of six armed »l ><>ps, seven armed schooners, and
eleven transports .New York Evening Pott. i

WASHINGTON.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1863.

THE PRESIDENT'S LATE LETILR.

Simultaneously with the appearance of the Pre¬
sident's Letter addressed to the political Convention
assembled at Springfield, Illinois, we briefly ad^verted to its views in connexion with a topio o

great public interest upon which we had hoped it

would hold an explicit language and shod a clear
light. Disappointed in this hope as regards that
question of current discussion between the friends
and the enemies of the Constitution, wo engaged
at our leisure to examine with care the exposition
which the President had deemed it proper to offer
to the country on some other subjects, and to sub¬
mit to our readers any thoughts which a subse¬
quent perusal of his letter might suggest.

In proceeding to execute this purpose to-day we

shall practise the greatest possible brevity, confin¬
ing our observations to the politioal and explana¬
tory portion of the paper, in which the President
sacks to answer ccrtain objections commonly brought
against his policy.

Assuming that there are those who arc dissatis¬
fied with him he addresses himself dircctly to them
and says:

" You desire peace, and you blame me that we do not
have it; but how can we attain it? There are but three
couceivnble ways: First, to suppress rebellion by force ot
arms. This I am trying to do Are you for it7 It you
are, eo far we are agreed. If you are not for it, a second
way is to give up the Union. I aui against this. Are you
for it ? If you are, you should nay bo plainly. If you are
not for force, nor yet for dissolution, there only remains
gome imaginary compromise
We respectfully submit that in statiog the con¬

ditions of this problem the President has omitted
some of its elements. He has not exhausted the
categories of the question. Many who assign to
" force of arms" its proper place in quelling the
rebellion are not willing that pure and simple
fjreo shall be the only expedient on which they
must rely to protect them from adopting the alter¬
native policy of "giving up the Union" or of pro¬
posing terms of compromise to the armed insur-
gants. There are conservative and loyal men

who protest against any theory of political and
military conduot which tentjs to separate wise policy
from vigorous war, or which renders vigorous war

futile and purposeless by stripping even victories
of their power to subdue or to pacifioate. Physi¬
cal force is directed, and properly directed, to the
defeat and dispersion of the insurgent armies, but
all force exerciscd in other directions, whether
aimed at the pcoplo or the domestic institutions of
the Southern States, is just so muoh of power ap¬
plied to the intensification of hatred and the accu¬

mulation of resistance against the National Gov¬
ernment. No one has recognised more dearly
than the President the impolicy of relying on

arms alone as a means of consolidating that peace
and union which furnish the only rational and
legitimate, as they are the only Christian, end of
our military operations. In his last annual mes¬

sage the President warmly and elaborately recom¬

mended the plan of "compensated emancipation"
a means auxiliary to the restoration and mainte¬

nance of the national authority throughout the
Union, and urged it expressly on the gruund that
it was better to adopt some suoh measure of policy,
« not in exclusion of, but in addition to others,
thnn "to rely on forco alone." To this effect he
said:

" Thi« plan is recommended as a means, not in exclusion
of but additional to, ..II others for restoring aodI preserving
the national authority throughout the Union. The subject
ii presented exclusively in it* . conomical aspect. The
vl'in yrou'd, I tun confident, secure pence more speedily and
maintain it more permanently than can he done by force
alonr; whil* all it would cost, considering amount*, and
manner of payment, and times of payment, would be
easier ptid than will he the additional cost ot the war, if
we rely solely upon force. It is much-very much.that
it wouU cost no blood at all.

It is known to our readers that the last Con¬
gress, comprising in both Houses a largo majority
«f the President's political friends, refused to eft
feotuate his policy under this head, but the earnest
manner in which the Prcsidont urged it, in
the name of " not relying on foroe alone," still
serves to indicate that his analysis is not exhaustive
or comprehensive enough to embrace his own de¬
liberately announced views when, in his late letter,
he says " there aro but three conceivable ways to
obtain pcaoc " There is also a fourth, and, as we

think, not only a more excellent way, but the only
possible way.and that is, to conduct tho war

against armed insurgents alono, and to leave the
widest possible space for the full play and de¬
velopment of a bcncficent policy which shall seek
to consolidate by prudence what has been gained by
arms. The malignant theory which embreoes in
the field of its vision nothing better than foroe,
»nd which, with mingled bluster and impotence,
looks to the " extermination of the Southern peo¬
ple" and the extirpation of slavery, not as incidents
but as motives and objects of the war, in a theory
which not only puts arms of keener edgo and
longer range Into the hands of the insurgents, but
keeps them there; for what havo they to gain by
peaceful submission when, at the worst, persistence
in war promises them the consolation of vindicating
their claim to valor, which is all that the malig¬
nant theory leaves to the Southern people? We
need not »./ that we have no part nor lot in any
such theory of wnr, as we know the President has
none. But his failure to «jmb»*oe In his enumera¬

tion of tho w*ys in which we may attain peace, tho
one that makes a wise and beneficent political
polioy coincident and ooncurrcnt with tho applica¬
tion of force, must be our apology for recalling the
President's former declarations in favor of the lat¬
ter. Wo shall sustain no other policy, for we havo
faith in no other.
The residue of the President's letter, as far as

concerns the politioal questions in issue before the

people, mainly relates to tho so-called "proclama¬
tion of freedom." And here again, as we humbly
conceive, he assumes more than is neccssary to a

d'f noe of his own position when ho says that
«< those who aro dissatisfied with him about the
negro" do not wish that all men could bo free. To
this effect he says :

" But to be plain, you are dissatisfied wi'h in* about the
neoro Quit* likely there is a difference of opinion be¬
tween you and myself upon that silt j ct. I certainly wish
that all men could be free, while 1 suppose you do not ;
yet 1 have neither adopted nor proposad any measure

which it not consisteut with even your view, provided you
are for the Uniou."
Wo certainly " wish that all uien oould be free"

just sincerely ad wo wish that all meu might bo
made " free indeed," by pnrtaking of the spirit of
llim who vame into the world " to seek and to
save that whioh was lost." But we would not
wish to wage war for the purpose of making men

Christians ; and just as little, in a war for the Con¬
stitution and the Union.a war which is lawful
aid right only so far as it is a war for the Consti-
tution and the Union.are we willing to bring
upon ourselves the guilt of murder by waging war

for what, as we oonceive both our political and our

moral duty, we have no right to wage war.tho
emancipation of slaves. All admit that it would
not have been justifiable for the Northern States
to commence a war on tho Southern States for the
purpose of abolishing slavery in them. It would
have been nothing less than organized murder to
commence such a war.as John Brown did com¬
mence it and suffered a murderer's punishment.
By what reasoning, then, does it become less than
murder to divert a warcommenoed for other purposes
to that object 1* How can it be any less erimina!
to prolong a war commenced for the assertion of
the just authority of the Government into a war
for the suppression of slavery, which it is agreed
would have been unjustifiable and sinful if begun
for that purpose ? As is well said by one of our

contemporaries, than which, we may add, no other
journal more heartily sustains " the war for the
Union,"

" If there were a possibility of peace and the restoration
of the power of the Government, and, inate&d of making
peace, men should say, ' No, we will have no'peaoe till we
have destroyed slavery,' and should continue the war, the
men thus doing would be precisely as guilty as if they had
commenced a war lor that purpose only."

This war is just only so far as it is a defensive
war. All wars are just only so far as they are de¬
fensive, for preoisely at the point where they cease
to be defensive they become aggressive, and, as

such, are equally opp >sed to morals and to Chris¬
tianity. No oue sees I his more clearly than the Pre¬
sident, and henoe tho carefulness with which he
has uniformly declared that, so far as concerns his
theory of action, he does or omits to do whatever
he does or omits to do with regard to the negro
because he believes it " helps the Uniofl." He may
be mistaken in the means adapted to reaoh the
end he has in view, but he has never suffered the
end to be left out of his sight. Would that all his
professed political friends had been, or now were,
equally single in their aim ! Instead of this, we
find some of them perverting his means into ends,
and seeking to transform his temporary military
expedients into lines of enduring politioal policy.
And this brings us to eonsider the President's

observations on his " Proclamation of Freedom."
It is worthy of particular remark that tha Presi¬
dent ha^ not a word to say in defence of this de¬
claration as a principle. He treats it throughout
as simply an administrative expedient. This will
clearly appear from the terms he employs in de¬
scribing its operation and effect. He says :

" You dislike the emancipation proclamation, and per¬haps you would have it retracted. You say it is uncon¬
stitutional. I think differently. I think the Constitution
invests its commander-in-chief with the law of war in
time of war. The most that can be said, if so much, it that
slares are property. Is there, has there ever been any question that by the law of war property both of enemies and
friends muy be taken when needtd 1 And is it not needed
whenever taking it helps us or hurts the enemy 7 Armies,
the world over, destroy enemies' property when they can¬
not use it, and even destroy their own to keep it from the
enemy. Civilized belligerents do all in their power to
help themselves or hu t tbe enemy, except a few thingsregarded as barbarous or cruel. Am >ng the exceptions
are the massacre of vanquinbed foes and non-combatants,
male and female. But the proclamation, as law, either is
valid or is not valid. If it is not valid it needs no retrac¬
tion. If it is valid it cannot be retracted any more than
the dead can be brought to life."

Here it will be seen that the President defends
the proclamation, not as a theoretical measure, but
as something identicnl with the practical use
of slave property for military purposes. Our
readers know that if the pioolamatnn moans no
more than this, it has no objections to enoounter
from ui, and it is noteworthy that the argument of
the President extends no farther than this in justi¬
fication of the edict. We have never denied that
the President, as oommander-in-ohief of the army
and navy, may, in time of armed rebellion against
the authority and Government of the United States,
and while conducting war on slavcholding territory,
rightfully libcrato slaves, so far as may be necessary
to the success of his military operations. And tho
measure of his power in this direction may be ad¬
mitted to be commensurate with the military ne¬

cessity under which he aots, and with the extent
to which ho oan practically employ in services
auxiliary to his operations the slaves whom he ac¬

tually liberates.
But it is denied by many (and wc arc of their

number) that the Kxecutivo department of the
Government has the right to "order and declare"
that slaves now held to service ly virtue ofcertain
State fawn shall, on a day fixed, be " then, thence¬
forward, and forever free," For this style of lan¬
guage proceeds on the assumption that the Execu¬
tive branch of tho Government is, because of the
enlarged powers conferred upon it in the name of
" military neocsMty," or "laws of war," endowed
with legitimate authority to repeal or suspend the
laics of certain State* as respects slavery. It im¬
plies that the President has a paramount tie jure
control over the law of slavery, insomuch that he
oould retain that law in its validity and in its obli¬
gation on the slave from the 2lid of September,
1802, (the date of his preliminary proclamation,) to
Iho 1st of January, 1803, and unbind its sanctions
forever after the latter date.
Oa tho wholo subjoct of the proclamation* con¬

sidered in its legal aspeot.an aspect untouohed by
tho argument of the President.we havo only to
repeat what we said on the 3d of January last, im¬
mediately after tho appoaranoe of the final edict of
January 1st;

" As we understand the matter, there is a great differ.
ence between the assumption of this prerogative right,which is legislative in its nature, and the emancipation of
slaves as the necessary inoident of actual military opera¬tions, or as the eonseqiience of legnl co.iviction f.>r treason.
It is, as we have already said, to enact a polit cal solecism
for the " Executive Government" to declare slaves legallyfree where the President has and can have no legal juris¬diction over the law of slavery. It it to carry into one
department the style and language belonging exclusivelyto another sphere of political ideas

* A single citation trom tbe receut annual message of
the President will serve to show the incongruity as well
as inefficiency of this ' war messure.' In that message,arguing in lavor ol his project for emancipation with com¬
pensation to owners, Mr. Lincoln said :

" ' The liberation of the slaves Is the destruction of pro-petty.property aftjnireri by descent or by purchase, the
same as any «ther propeity.'

" It will hardly be pretended that any mere words ortho President, however solemnly uttcied, can avail lo do


